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JOHN DOWNING, OF FAIRFIELDS, NORTHUMBER- 
LAND COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND HIS 
DESCENDANTS 

By Mrs. O. A. Keach, Wichita, Kansas 

(Continued from page 51) 

11. Samuel 5 Downing (William* Samuel, 3 John, 2 William 1 ), 
born July 2, 1728, died circa 1751. He was known until his death 
as Samuel Downing, Junior, to distinguish him from his uncle, 
Samuel 4 Downing. On December 9, 1746, Samuel 5 Downing, Jr., 
and his brother William 5 Downing were allotted their part of their 
deceased father's, William 4 Downing's estate. The estate of 
William* Downing was left in the hands of Mr. William Fallin. 
June 2, 1749, Mr. Samuel Nelms, guardian to Samuel 3 Downing, 
Jr., and William 5 Downing, divided the slaves of their father, Mr. 
William 4 Downing, deceased, between them stating that those be- 
longing to William, 5 who was still a minor, were in the hands of 
Mrs. Nelms (probably his aunt). 

Samuel 3 Downing, Jr., was of age in 1749. He married Wini- 
fred Dameron, daughter of Mr. Thomas Dameron and his second 
wife, Winifred Conway. 

Samuel 5 Downing died intestate and the court ordered an ap- 
praisement of his estate March 11, 1751. Winifred (Dameron) 
Downing, administratrix of the estate of Samuel 5 Downing, Jr., 
returned an inventory of this estate, April 8, 1751. 



♦William 5 Downing (No. 14 of this pedigree) their uncle, was ap- 
pointed guardian of William and Ann, children of Samuel 5 Downing, 
deceased, by the court. 

Winifred, widow of Samuel 5 Downing, Jr., married second, Captain 
John Williams, and John Williams was, on December 10, 1753, appointed 
guardian to his step-children, William and Anne 6 Downing. Captain 
John and Winifred (Dameron-Downing) Williams had a daughter, Patty, 
mentioned in a later record. 
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Samuel 5 and Winifred (Dameron) Downing, had isuse : 

i. William 6 Downing. He was still under age August 11, 
1776, when his uncle, Captain William 5 Downing, was his guardian. 
His step-father, Captain John Williams, had died many years before 
this time, and probably also his mother, Mrs Winifred (Dameron- 
Downing) Williams. 

Some time before October 13, 1784, William, 6 nephew of 
Captain William, 5 went to Accomac County, for on that date, de- 
scribing himself as William Downing of Accomac County, Va., he 
and his wife, Ann, made a deed to Sarah and Hannah Downing, 
daughters and co-heirs of Captain William Downing, late of North- 
umberland County, deceased, for 209 acres of land in St. Stephen's 
parish, which was devised by the last will of Samuel Downing, 
deceased, to his eldest son, William, and after the death of the 
said William, descended to his eldest son, Samuel Downing, and 
after the death of the said Samuel, to his eldest son and heir-at-law, 
William Downing, first party to these presents. This deed clearly 
traces the line of descent as follows: William, 6 of Accomac County; 
Samuel, 5 Jr. ; William, 4 Samuel, 3 John, 2 William. 1 There is no 
further record of this William 6 Downing in Northumberland County. 

ii. Anne 6 Downing, daughter of Samuel 5 and Winifred [Dam- 
eron] Downing) married Thomas Shearman, of the well known 
family of that name. 

1766, November 10. The Court ordered the division of the 
estate of Samuel Downing, and Thomas Shearman to be possessed 
with his part in right of his wife. December 10, 1770. Thomas 
Shearman was appointed guardian to Patty Williams, orphan of 
Capt. John and Winifred Williams. Martin Shearman, Jr., was his 
security. 

May 8, 1786. Mary and Raleigh Tapscott, executors of Henry 
Tapscott, deceased, brought suit against Anne Shearman, the execu- 
tor of Thomas Shearman. 

The children of Thomas and Anne 6 (Downing) Shearman, were: 
i. Thomas 7 Shearman, married July 2, 1792, Hannah Rogers 
ii. Samuel 7 Shearman 

iii. Winifred 7 Shearman, married October 17, 1795, Kemp Hurst, 
iv. Alice Chinn 7 Shearman, married September 14, 1795, Robert 
J. Dameron, her cousin. 

12. William 5 Downing, Senior (William,* Samuel, 3 John, 2 
William 1 ), the second son of William 4 and Winifred (Nelms) 
Downing, mentioned in his father's will 1741, was probably born 
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about 1730. He married Sarah Cockrill, and died in 1783. He 
was guardian to William 6 and Ann, 6 the orphans of his brother, 
Samuel 5 Downing in 1751 and until 1753, when the widow of 
Samuel 5 married Captain John Williams. 

The will of Elizabeth Nelms, dated December 21, 1760, proved 
March 9, 1761, named her son, Samuel Nelms, her daughter, 
Elizabeth, Jr., and her grandson, William 5 Downing (Sr.) and 
appointed him one of her executors. 

The will of Samuel Nelms (son of Mrs. Elizabeth Nelms, Sr.), 
proved February 9, 1761, named wife, Elizabeth, and devised to 
his nephew, William Downing (Sr.) 500 acres of land in Fau- 
quier County. He also named him as one of the executors. 

1766, August 11. Mr. William 5 Downing's account against 
(his nephew) Wm.° Downing, Jr., and Anne 6 Downing's estate, 
and on December 26 of this year, a settlement was made between 
William Downing, former guardian to William Downing and 
Anne Downing (who married Thomas Shearman) and present 
guardian to William 6 Downing, orphan of Samuel 5 Downing, 
deceased. 

The will of Thomas Cockrill, dated January 9, 1768, named his 
daughter, Sarah Downing, and her husband, William Downing. 

Mr. Wm. Downing, Sr., was commissioned Captain of militia 
on April 9, 1770. 

1771, March 12. Ann Cotrell, guardian of Ann Cotrell, pos- 
sessed with her estate in the hands of Captain William Downing. 

There are frequent references in the records to Captain Wil- 
liam 5 Downing as a militia officer during the Revolution. April 
I 5» l 7&3- Elisha Harcum was recommended for captain of militia 
whereof William Downing, Gent., deceased, was captain. An 
inventory of the estate of William 5 Downing was made November 
10, 1783. 

On October 13, 1784 (as before mentioned), William 6 Down- 
ing of Accomac County, made a deed to Sarah and Hannah Down- 
ing, daughters to William 5 Downing, late of Northumberland 
County, Gent., for 209 acres of land in St. Stephen's parish. 

June 9, 1788, there was a settlement of the estate of (Captain) 
William 5 Downing; and Sarah Downing, Geo. Blackwell and 
John Cotrell, Gents, to be possessed with their parts of same. 
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The will of Sarah Downing, dated June 25, 1792, proved 
July 9, 1792, names her daughter, Hannah Downing. 

Captain William 5 Downing died intestate. He seems to have 
had no sons. 

The daughters of William 5 and Sarah (Cockrill) Downing 
were: 

i. Elizabeth 8 Downing, born November 6, 1771,* married John 
Cottrell. 

ii. Sarah 6 Downing, born June 2, 177 — , married George Black- 
well. 

iii. Hannah 6 Downing. She is mentioned in deed from William 6 
Downing of Accomac County. May 30, 1805, Richard M. Ball and 
Hannah, his wife convey by deed to John Hull land . . . being 
the land whereon the late Captain William 5 Downing, father of the 
said Hannah, resided. 

13. Thomas 5 Downing {Samuel,*' Samuel, 3 John, 2 William 1 ) 
son of Samuel 4 and Elizabeth (Dameron) Downing, was born May 
23, 1744, and married Sarah Ann Rogers, daughter of Edward 
Rogers, before 1764. He died November 14, 1799. 

July 4, 1777. Thomas Downing, gent., and his company of 
militia. Sept. 8. Bridgar Haynie is second Lieut, in Captain 
Thomas Downing's company. 

March 14, 1785. Lease for life from Thomas Downing, gent., 
and Sarah his wife, to (his sister) Betty Downing. 

February 8, 1796. Deed from Thomas Downing and Thomas 
Dameron Downing and Betsy, his wife, to John Heath. The 
land deeded was part of the original patent first granted to John 
Hughlett and Captain John Haynie. It descended from Thomas 
Hughlett to his grandchildren Thomas and Elizabeth Dameron 
(will dated November 7, 1724, proved February 18, 1729) and 
from Thomas Downing through his mother, by deed of indenture 
dated April 16, 1771. 

Captain Thomas Downing was sheriff for several years. On 
January 9, 1797, Thomas Dameron, his cousin, was sworn his 
deputy. 



* The names and dates of births of Elizabeth and Sarah Downing are 
from the Register of St. Stephen's Parish, Northumberland County. 
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The will of Captain Thomas 5 Downing was dated August 27, 
1799, and proved December 9, 1799. Captain Downing left a large 
part of his estate to his son, Thomas Dameron Downing. To his 
son, Edward Downing, his homestead on Wicomico river and 
"all the land I have against Presly Thornton to stand as bar 
against a bond of my father's for land sold to old Col. Presly 
which I now have in my possession which is called 'The Folly.' " 
To his son Samuel; to sister Betty Downing. Daughters, Cath- 
erine Blackwell, Elizabeth Cox and Sarah Downing. Executors 
sons, Thomas, Edward and Samuel 

Captain Thomas 5 and Sarah Ann (Rogers) Downing, had 
issue 2 

18. i. Thomas Dameron 6 Downing married Betty Cox. 

19. ii. Edward 6 Downing married Hannah Ball. 

20. iii. Samuel" Downing married Mary Edwards. 

iv. Katherine Downing married Captain William Blackwell. 

v. Elizabeth 6 Downing married Cox 

vi. Sallie Downing married Cundiff. 

14. John 5 Downing (Samuel, 4 Samuel? John, 2 William 1 ), 
was born May 1, 1755, the son of Samuel 4 and Elizabeth (Dam- 
eron) Downing. He married Elizabeth Nutt. 

1795, January, John Downing and Betsy, his wife, deed for 
land in Wicomico parish, which descended to said Downing in 
right of his wife, Elizabeth (daughter of Colonel Wm. Nutt). 
1799, January 14. John Downing and Betty Downing (sister of 
John) deed of gift to Wm. Downing for negro woman, a part 
of their mother's dower. 1804, June 11. Deed for land from 
John Downing, Sr., to son John Downing, Jr. 1807, May 2. 
John Downing, Sr., deed, to Wm. Downing, trustee of William 
H. Downing, Betty N(utt) Downing, son and daughter of said 
William and grandchildren of aforesaid John Downing, Sr. 

To John Downing, Jr., son of aforesaid John Downing, Sr., 
for all right and title which he hath in and to the estate of Colonel 
Wm. Nutt, deed., in consequence of the marriage of the said 
John Downing, Sr. With the daughter of Col. Nutt. 

1809, Aug. 14. Deed of trust from John Downing, Jr., and 
Alice L., his wife, to W. B. Nelms. 
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John 3 Downing and Elizabeth Nutt had issue : 

i. William 6 Downing, 
ii. John" Downing. 

15. Charles 5 Downing (John, 4 John, 3 John, 2 William 1 ), son 
of John 4 and Hannah (Fallin) Downing was born July 4, 1738. 

1789, February 6. William Wildy, Jr., of Northumberland 
County, deed to Charles Downing, planter, for 90 acres in St. 
Stephen's parish, part of 50 acres sold by Charles Downing, de- 
ceased, to Motley Wildy, deed bearing date October 6, 1739. 
1800, April 12, Charles Downing and Winifred, his wife. 1805, 
February 4. Division of estate of Chas. Downing, deceased : 

To John Downing, 150 acres; To Hannah Sherman 165 acres; 

To Nancy Downing 125 acres; To John B. Kenner 160 acres; 

To Edward Downing 155 acres. 

1805, February 6. Edward Downing deed to John Downing 
of Louisa County, for 150 acres of land in Northumberland 
County and also his share of land of Charles Downing. (John 
Downing of Louisa County then was evidently son of John, whose 
inventory was returned to court 1793.) 

1805, June 24. Hannah Sherman of Northumberland deed 
for negro girl to her niece Elizabeth Kenner, daughter of John 
B. Kenner and Sarah, his wife, who was Sarah Downing, sister 
to Hannah (Downing) Sherman. Witness: John Downing and 
Thomas Sherman. 

16. Edward 5 Downing (John, 4 John 3 John 2 William 4 '), son 
of John 4 and Hannah (Fallin) Downing, was born April 22, 1750. 

1789, September 14. William Hayes deed for land to Edward 
Downing of St. Stephen's parish. 1795, June 8. Deed from 
Edward Downing to John Downing. 1804, June 10. John 
Downing, of Louisa County, deed to John Hull and William 
Lampkin for 400 acres which said John. Downing bought of 
Edward Downing. 1805, February 4, Division of the estate of 
Charles Downing, deceased: to Edward Downing, 155 acres. 
On February 6, Edward Downing made a deed to John Downing, 
of Louisa County, for this 155 acres, his share of Charles Down- 
ing's estate. 1810, October 8, deed from Edward Downing to his 
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children, Sally M., Betsy E., Hannah and Thomas Downing. 
1815, March 25. Deed from Edward Downing and Elizabeth, his 
wife. 1818, March 10. Deed from Edward Downing to Bel- 
shazzar Downing and Sally Downing for all his property. 
The children of Edward 5 Downing were : 

i. Sally M. s Downing, 
ii. Betsy E. 6 Downing, 
iii. Hannah 6 Downing, 
iv. Thomas 6 Downing. 

v. Belshazzar 6 Downing. (Some of these may have been chil- 
dren of Edward 6 Downing, Jr., No. 21, of this pedigree.) 

17. John 5 Downing (John, 4 John, s John, 2 William 1 ) of 
Louisa County, Virginia, was probably the youngest son of 
John 4 and Hannah (Fallin) Downing. 

1782, July 8, John Downing, Sr., of Northumberland County, 
deed of gift of negroes to his son, John Downing, Jr. 

John Downing, Jr., was probably the youngest son of John 
and Hannah Downing, and served in the Revolutionary war. He 
moved to Louisa County as several records at Heathsville, North- 
umberland County show. 

1 801, August 17. John Downing of Louisa County, Virginia, 
deed to Jesse Alexander of Northumberland County for a certain 
tract of land granted by the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to said 
John Downing by virtue of military land warrants by him pro- 
duced . . . (said tract) in district set apart for officers and 
soldiers of the Continental line. 

1804, June 10. John Downing of Louisa County deed to John 
Hull and William Lampkin for 400 acres of land which said 
Downing bought of Edward Downing, etc. 

1814, November 22, Deed from John Downing, Sr., of Louisa 
County, Virginia, to Hannah Sherman for life, for 152 acres of 
land in St. Stephen's parish which said John Downing, Sr., in- 
herited from his brother, Charles Downing, deceased, and the 
same whereon his sister Nancy Downing, deed., lately lived. 

18. Thomas Dameron 6 Downing (Thomas, 5 Samuel, 4 Sam- 
uel, 3 John, 2 William 1 ), son of Thomas 5 and Sarah Ann (Rogers) 
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Downing, was born about 1765, died 1816. He married Betsy 
Cox. 

On October 10, 1785, Thomas D. 6 Downing ensign in the 
militia. June 11, 1786, Thomas Dameron (his cousin) ensign 
in the company of George Ingram. September 13, 1791, Thomas 
Dameron 6 Downing recommended for captain of militia in room 
of George Ball, deceased. August 12, 1794, Thomas Dameron 6 
Downing commissioned captain of a company in the 37th Regi- 
ment of Virginia Militia. June 24, 1796, he was sworn a justice 
of the peace, an office he held for years. November 11, 1805, he 
was sworn as sheriff. September 8, 1806, he took the oath as 
Commissioner for the County. December 14, 181 3, Thomas Dam- 
eron 6 Downing was lieutenant colonel of the 37th Regiment, 
Virginia Militia. 

Thomas Dameron 6 Downing was evidently a strong advocate 
of "military preparedness." For more than thirty years he was 
an officer in the militia and several of his sons were enlisted in his 
regiment. On October 10, 1808, his son Thomas Fleet 7 Downing 
presented a list of the names of fifty persons associated for the 
purpose of forming a company of Light Infantry to be attached to 
the 37th Regiment, and the said Thomas F. 7 Downing was recom- 
mended for the captaincy of the company. August 14, 1809, 
Thomas Fleet 7 Downing was promoted to command of a company 
of Light Infantry in 2nd Battalion, 37th Regiment. On August 
14, 1809, William Root was recommended for captain in place 
of Thomas F. Downing, deceased. On March 14, 1814, George 7 
Downing (another son of Thomas Dameron 6 Downing) is men- 
tioned as lieutenant of Light Infantry. Septimus (another son 
of Thomas Dameron 6 Downing) was also an officer in the militia 
in 1818 and 1819. The Northumberland County Records show 
that Colonel Thomas Dameron 6 Downing and his three sons, 
Thomas Fleet, 7 George 7 and Septimus 7 were all enrolled for the 
defense of the country at a critical time in its history. 

In November, 1798 (as is evidenced by deeds on record), 
Thomas Dameron 6 Downing, together with Thomas Gaskins, 
Walter Jones, John Heath, Catesby Jones, John Cralle and 
Thomas W. Hughlett, were trustees of the town of Heathsville in 
Northumberland County. 
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April 3, 1804, John Heath of the city of Richmond conveyed 
to Thomas Downing, 649 acres of land. May 15, 1805, Thomas 
D. 6 Downing and Betsy, his wife, confirm to his aunt, Bettie 5 
Downing a life interest in land deeded to her by Captain Thomas 
Downing. 

The will of Thomas Dameron Downing, a lengthy document, 
disposed of much property. This document bears date March 29, 
1816, and was probated July 18, 1816, names wife, Betsy, sons, 
George, Richard and Septimus ; daugters, Sarah, Betsy and Mary 
Downing; brother Edward Downing. Executors: wife Betsy, 
brother Samuel Downing and the testator's sons George and 
Septimus. 

Thomas Dameron" Downing and Betsy Cox, his wife, had 
issue : 

i. George 7 Downing, who on May 8, 1815, was recommended 
for captaincy in the Light Infantry. In March, 1814, he had been a 
lieutenant in the same branch of the service. 
ii. Richard 7 Downing. 

iii. Septimus 7 Downing, who on March 10, 1818, was recom- 
mended for office of ensign in a company of riflemen attached to the 
37th Virginia Regiment. On April 12, 1819, he qualified as lieu- 
tenant of riflemen. 

iv. Thomas Fleet 7 Downing, born March 30, 1789, died 1809. 
Held various offices in the militia (see above). 

v. John Calvin 7 Downing, born August 23, 1793. 
vi. Betsy 7 Downing, 
vii. Mary 7 Downing. 

viii. Sarah 7 Downing, married first, Henry Cundiff; second 
Elin Paterson ; third, Thomas Sydnor. 

Sarah 7 Downing and her first husband, Henry Cundiff, had 
issue : 

i. Henry Fleet 8 Cundiff, born October 26, 1822, died November 
4, 1880. He was a minister in the Baptist Church. He married, 
January 31, 1841, his cousin, Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Isaac 
and Mary Ann (Dameron) Brent, and had issue: (a) Thomas 9 
Cundiff, d. unm. ; (b) William Pinckney 9 Cundiff, born April 3, 
1845; died July 15, 1890; (c) Ogle Brent 9 Cundiff, born November 
8, 1846; died April 23, 1908; (d) Mary Elizabeth 9 Cundiff, born 
December 2, 1850, married, March 13, 1878, Thomas Gaskins, issue: 
(i) Thomas Fleet 10 Gaskins; (ii) Rayphael 10 Gaskins, (e) Sarah 
Downing 9 Cundiff, born April 11, 1853; married June 1881, A. R. 
Morrison. (These dates were furnished by Mrs. Thomas Gaskins.) 
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Sarah 7 (Downing) and her third husband, Thomas Sydnor, 
had issue : 

Sydnor; iii. Eudora 8 Sydnor; iii. Richard Beard- 



man 8 Sydnor 

19. Edward 8 Downing (Thomas, 5 Samuel/ Samuel/ John/ 
William 1 ), the second son of Thomas 3 and Sarah Ann (Rogers) 
Downing, was mentioned in 1796, July 12, as the late deputy 
sheriff, with Thomas Downing, bondsman. December 13, 1802, 
he, and Hannah, his wife, made a deed for land to Presly Cockrell. 
The following abstract identifies his wife : May 15, 1802, a record 
states that George Ball married Molly Webb, administratrix of 
John S. Webb. Said Ball left two daughters, Hannah Downing 
and Lucy Blackwell. Edward Downing married daughter of said 
Ball. December 27, 1809, Edward Downing and Hannah, his 
wife, of St. Stephen's parish, deed for land which Captain Thomas 
Downing, by his last will, gave to (his sister) Elizabeth Downing, 
during her life, and then to his son, Edward Downing, forever. 

Issue of Edward and Hannah (Ball) Downing: Maria, 
Hannah, Betsy and Jane. 

Note. 1810, October 8. Deed from Edward Downing to children, 
Sally M., Betsy E., Hannah and Thomas Downing. 

1818, March 10. Deed from Edward Downing to Belshazzar and Sally 
Downing for all his property. These may have been the children of 
Edward 5 Downing, Sr., No. 18 of this pedigree. 

20. Samuel 6 Downing (Thomas/ Samuel/ Samuel/ John/ 
William 1 ), third son of Thomas 5 and Sarah Ann (Rogers) 
Downing, was born January 1, 1778; died March 12, 1839. He 
married, January 16, 1800, Mary (died November 27, 1838), 
daughter of Robert Edwards, Sr., whose will dated November 10, 
1802, probated December 13, 1802, names sons-in-law William 
Eskridge and Samuel Downing, daughters, Elizabeth, Sarah, Ann 
Eskridge and Mary Downing. 

August 11, 1804, Samuel 6 Downing qualified as a justice of the 
peace; December 12, 1814, he was recommended for major of 
2nd Battalion, 37th Regiment of Virginia Militia and on May 13, 
181 5, qualified for that office. On May 10, 181 8, he qualified as 
lieutenant colonel of militia. 
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On April 8, 1805, Samuel Downing and Mary, his wife, gave 
deed to land which was given to the said Samuel by his father, 
Thomas Downing. 

Samuel Downing and Mary Edward, his wife, had issue : 

i. Sarah Ann 7 Downing. 

ii. Mary 7 Downing. 

iii. and iv. Thomas 7 and Robert 7 Downing, twins. 

v. Samuel 7 Downing. 

vi. Elizabeth 7 Downing. 

vii. Frederick Beverley 7 Downing. 

viii. Joseph 7 Downing married Carolina Blackwell, and had 
issue: (a) Samuel Blackwell 8 Downing, born February 19, 1844; 
(b) Joseph Ferdinand 8 Downing; (c) Julian Eugene 8 Downing; 
(d) Sallie Ann 8 Downing. These dates are given by Mrs. William 
H. Blackwell, who was Elizabeth, 9 daughter of Samuel Blackwell 8 
Downing.) 

It is the aim of the writer of these Northumberland County 
notes to preserve the records in available form with the hope that 
they may serve as a foundation for more extended family his- 
tories. Corrections and additions will be welcome. 



